APETALOUS or ANNUAL PEARLWORT,

apetala Ard.

288. Apetalous or Annual Pearlyvort, Sagina apetala Ard,
(X -5); a tiny annual with numerous branches from the base,
forming a flat tuft; branches almost thread-like (filiform),
glabrous; leaves opposite, awl-shaped (subulate), very acute,
with membranous margins united at the base and fringed with
hairs like a comb; flowers (A, B, X 6) usually 2 or 3 at the top
of each shoot, on very slender thread-like stalks; sepals 4, free,
green, ovate-elliptic; petals none or very minute; stamens
(C, x 12) 4, opposite the sepals; anthers rounded, the loculi

separate; ovary (D, X 10) sessile, ovoid, glabrous, crowned by 4
short stigmas, 1 Jocular, with numerous ovules on a central
placenta (F, X 20); seeds (G, X 16) minute, closely wartcj
(family Caryophyltaceae).

It needs a strong lens to examine the very small flowers of
this tiny plant, which might be mistaken for Linum cathartiaun
L. or Radiola linoides Roth., both of which have petals, however,
and belong to quite another family, Linaceae; in Radiola the
sepals are also 4, but they arc. united in the lower half.
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